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By Gadget

As all of us know, having a weapon and being able to use it are two different
things. The sanme thing holds true for cleaning and nai nt enance/ repair work.
When you purchase any firearm you should think of it as a package deal: (1) the
firearm (2) accessories (sling, scope, holster, etc.), (3) ammunition, (4)
specific cleaning gear (caliber), (5 spare parts, and (6) the weapons

i nstruction manual (exploded diagrams and parts list). No natter how or where
you cone by the weapon, GET THE BOOK! Sinply witing or calling the

manuf acturer will get you exactly what you need. This will be the bible for
that weapon and enable you to figure out what’'s wong with a nal functioning
weapon and order the necessary parts.

Repairs in the field are usually acconplished with whatever is on hand...a snall
screwdriver, a multi-tool, or even a pocketknife. But in your base/retreat, a
certain anpbunt of tools and supplies are a nust. The following list is a
suggestion and is not the endear of lists but it will acconplish nost of the
things that you need to do. Your own experience and know edge will also help
dictate additions and/ pr deletions. Also, it should be noted that certain
weapons require special tools to either assist with repair work or in the actua
operation of the weapon. For exanple, a sight adjustnent tool for an AR-15 Al
nmodel , a mainspring vise for a S&Wrevol ver, a bushing wench for a Colt nodel
1911 .45, well you get ny drift. Just be fully aware of what kind of TLC your
“Baby” needs.

Survival involves maki ng do and enpl oyi ng nmakeshi ft nmethods for a | ot of things
but this shouldn't include repairing your firearms. Spend the noney and get
top-quality tools. You paid top dollar for the weapon itself, didn't you? GCet
the best you can possibly afford.

One thing | want to nention and | feel like this should go in the tool category,
is a copy of Brownell’'s catalog. It is the bible for firearmtools and
supplies. (Address listed at end of article.) Get a copy nowif you don't

al ready have one. A FFL is not required to order, you just have to pay a higher
price than if you have one. Now, on to the |ist.

PUNCHES: I n general you will need 2 sets. (1) a general set that includes
starting and through punches and a prick punch. (2) a roll pin punch set.

Al ways use the correct size closest to the pin or danage will result.
PLI ERS: Generally, 2 will do nost of the work for you: (1) small, curved needl e
nose and (2) snooth-jawed parallel pliers. There are others, like side-cutters

that you will add as your experience and needs grows.

SCREVWDRI VERS: The easi est and best way is to get a set of bits and a handl e.
Brownel | 's, B-Square, and Chaprman’s all nmke sets that will include an
assortnent of bits to do nost of the jobs you want to do. You will need bits
for slotted, phillips, and Allen-head. Mke SURE they are the hol | ow ground
type that fits the screw snugly instead of the standard type of screwdriver we
all have laying around. This will prevent nmarring and ruining of the screw

Al so get yourself a set of jeweler’s screwdrivers; they will cone in very handy.

HAMMVERS: (1) at least 1 brass hamrer in the 2 % 5 oz range (one of each size is
ideal), (2) a dual faced hammer with nylon, brass, and steel inserts (get extra
faces also), and (3) a small dead-bl ow or no-mar hammer.

There are several tools that you will be adding as your skills grow and becone
more proficient. These will include, anbng others:

(1) a nylon/brass drift punch (Brownell’s has one with repl aceabl e ends)

(2) a GOOD bench vise (you SHOULD al ready have this)

(3) an assortment of files and stones (fitting and repairing). These include a
set of needle files, large and small sized flat and round in different cuts, a
sight-base file, a narrow pillar file, and a set of rasps. Al so some bench
stones, India and Arkansas, for working hard surfaces. A note about
files...NEVER, NEVER drag a file back across the work; lift it at the end of
your stroke. And get a file card (file cleaning brush). Files, like firearns,
will last a long tinme with the proper care.

(4) Set of dental picks (can be ordered or ask at your |ocal dentist’s office)



(5) A good bench knife

(6) Set each of Allen wenches in standard and netric

(7) Boresighter and arbors if you use scopes (can save |ots of amm using these.
I nstructions are included)

(8) Measuring tools: a nminimumof 6" scale and a 0-6" calipers. |If you get
serious about gunsmithing, you will be adding nicroneters, inside & outside
di viders, and host of other devices. Start with the basics and you' |l be okay.

(9) A good quality hacksaw with assorted extra bl ades
(10) If you have power generating capabilities, get a Drenel Mto-Tool and a
variety of bits and attachnents. This is probably the handi est tool you will

ever own for drilling, sanding, polishing, cutting, etching, grinding, routing,
reslotting screws and a host of other jobs.
(11) A 3/8" electric drill and an assortnment of bits and attachments

Sone tips and hints:

(1) ALWAYS wear safety glasses!! ALWAYS wear safety gl asses!! ALWAYS
wear..wel |, you get my drift.

(2) watch where your hands are and don’t put yourself into the line of fire with
ANY tool. You WLL be cut and you don't need that at any tine.

(3) Always clanp itens to be cut, sawed, or filed. Pad the jaws of the vise if
needs be.

(4) Be aware of spring-loaded assenblies (bolts, nainsprings, etc.) You CAN | ose
an eye if a part flies |loose. (also see tip #1)

(5) Freeing a stuck screw. Set a well-fitting screwdriver into the slot and
gently tap straight down with a small hamrer while turning. This will usually
do it without all the necessary cursing and sweati ng.

(6) DON' T forget the cleaning gear, both hardware and expendabl es (sol vent,
patches, oils, etc.) and lots of it.

As you read through the nentioned catal ogs, your list of tools WANTS will really
start to grow. But you need to stick with the basics and avoid all the bells
and whistles until your skill matches the desired tool. You will have to decide
how far into the field of gunsmithing you want to get into. |It’'s worth noting
that the gunsmith can be a VERY inportant person in a community, in any kind of
econony. |f you have the time and noney, | recomend the Col orado School of
Trades; their course includes up to full fabrication of firearnms from scratch
Since nost of us don’t have this opportunity, other options are available. A
mai | -order course is available fromNRI Schools. | have taken this one and it
is a good course. Just renenber that you have to have broken firearns to
practice on and they are not included. After this comes books. There are lots
of gunsmthing books out there. Take your pick (although Brownell’'s has sone
really good ones, as does the NRA) and study, then PRACTICE, PRACTICE
PRACTICE!'!'! (Sounds faniliar, doesn't it?)

Pl ease be aware that, a full or part-tine gunsmith, working for the genera
public will need a Federal Firearns License. Ch, the paperwork! It can be a
hel p and a hi ndrance what with the fees, paperwork, and headaches. To work for
yourself (or your friends under the table), you don't need it.
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(2) NRA Book of Exploded Firearns Draw ngs

Hel pf ul Addresses:

NRI Schools Washi ngton, DC 20008

Brownell’'s Inc. 200 S. Front St. Mont ezuma, | A 50171 515- 623-5401

B- Square Box 11281 Station C Fort Worth, TX 76109

Ameri can Gunsmith P. O. Box 420234 Palm Coast, FL 32142

(Techni cal Journal of Firearns Repair and M ntenance)

Best of Luck!
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